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THE AMERICAN WAY 


In these comments we fre- 
quently use the expression 
‘the American way’ and ‘the 
American system of life.’ And 
so of course we get letters 
saying: What do you mean by 
the American way and the 
American system? We believe 
that oneof the most important 
things in the world for us is 
to understand their meaning. 

Generally speaking, the 
American way of life is that 
form of organized community 
life which we in America had 
from the time of the American 
Revolution up to 1933 - a 


period of 144 years. The 
basic theory of that system 
was respect for the indivi- 
dual human being. He was a 
person endowed by God with 
the right to live his own 
life in his own way, accord- 
ing to his own principles; but 
without any right to inter- 
fere in the same rights of 
other men. The principal 
reason for government was to 
defend that man in this 
right - the right to live his 
life according to his own 
designs and to be completely 
free from the activities of 








others who might feel they 
had a right to tell him how 
to live his life and force 
him to live it their way. 

This free citizen was not a 
being who belonged to the 
government, along with all 
the other human beings - to 
be managed and directed to 
order his life and move 
around according to plans 
made by the government for 
the benefit of something 
called society. The govern- 
ment was made to protect and 
defend him in his freedom. He 
was not made to be an instru- 
ment of government direction, 
action and plans. 

It may surprise some of 
our younger citizens to know 
that this special kind of 


LIMITED GOVERNMENT 


What was it that made and 
kept this country free? Why 
was it that government in 
America was never able to 
order people around as it now 
does -— could not, for in- 
stance, subject its citizens 
tothe treatment their cousins 
get in many countries of 
Europe and Asia where the 
government can tell them 
where to work, how to work, 
what to plant and when to 
plant, and can take the farm 
away from them if they don’t 


organized life had never 
existed anywhere else in the 
world throughout history 
until it flowered here in the 
United States of America. And 
this is the reason, the 
explanation — the only ex- 
planation — for the fact that 
this nation produced a degree 
of well-being and opportunity 
never known before in any 
period in history. 

Of course, it is often said 
that this was a new country 
where the opportunities were 
limitless. Yes, America had 
opportunities. But they were 
opportunities for a strong 
and independent breed of men- 
not for those looking for a 
handout from an all-powerful 
central government. 


plant what the government 
orders? The idea of govern- 
ment in most places in the 
world is that it is a great 
master, a great super-manager 
and that the people are so 
many moving parts to be di- 
rected and ordered by the 
government in return for 
which the government promises 
them that they will not 
starve. That can happen in a 
society where the government 
has almost total power - 
where there is one big gov- 
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ernment which is the super 
boss as well as the policeman 
of everybody in the country. 
Under such a government, men 
give up their freedom in re- 
turn for an ephemeral promise 
of food and lodging and some- 
thing called ‘security’ from 
the government. 

And such loss of freedom 
can occur even in a so-called 
democratic society. The peo- 
pleare supposed still to elect 
their governments. But when 
they elect, they do not elect 
the government as their ser- 
vant. Their election consists 
in making their choice of 
one master or another. 

That was something which 
could not happen under the 
true American system. The 
reason was that there was no 


such thing as Big Government. 
We speak of the American 
Republic. But there are 51 
American republics — 50 sov- 
ereign states and one overall 
federal republic. Under our 
system of government, there 
was no master anywhere who 
could rule us. There was no 
government anywhere big 
enough to dominate us and 
order us around. Most of the 
power of government was in 
the states - indeed almost 
all of it. All the services 
which the people got from 
government they got from the 
states, and from cities and 
towns which were part of the 
states, under laws made by 
the states and taxes col lect- 
ed by the states and local 
units. You could travel 
around America for weeks and 
never see a federal office- 
holder except the postman. 
Everywhere you went you saw 
the officials of the states 
and communities - police, 
firemen, school teachers, 
park attendants, garbage 
collectors and so on. 

The principal business of 
the federal government was to 
see to it that the states did 
not overstep their power and 
violate your fundamental 
rights. In addition to that, 
the national government was 
authorized to operate a 








postal business and maintain 
an army and navy to defend us 
against foreign invasion and 
to conduct our affairs with 
foreign governments. The na- 
tional government had no 
power to monkey with the 
internal affairs of the 
states. And if a man didn’t 
like the way things were run 
in the State of New York, he 
could pick up and move to 
Pennsylvania. The federal 
government did not even have 
the right to tax him, except 
on a very small scale. 

All this was not accidental. 
It was deliberately planned. 
There was a degree of accident 
of course, in that conditions 
on this continent were favor- 


THE GREATEST TASK 


That is the kind of govern- 
ment that existed in America 
for 144 years - up to 1933 - 
and which existed no place 
else in the world either then 
or in history. And that is 
why we were the freest and 
most productive and happiest 
people in the world. It is 
also why we were a shining 
example to all the other 
government -dominated peoples 
of the globe. 

That’s what we mean by the 
American system, which is 
vanishing from amongst us. 


able to the formation of a 
new government. But the men 
who formed that government 
knew exactly what they were 
doing. Their purpose was to 
provide the people of America 
with a government that could 
give them the essential ser- 
vices they needed, which 
would protect them in their 
fundamental rights and, above 
all, insure their freedom. 
They wanted to insure our 
freedom so that the energies, 
the talents and the special 
capacities of every man would 
be released to create and to 
build, and to enjoy the fruits 
of his intelligence, his 
striving and his labor. 


What we now have and are mov- 
ing toward more and more is 
not something new, but some- 
thing old. We are re-creating 
Big Government by a series of 
invasions and usurpations. 
The federal government has 
assumed powers which even 
Alexander Hamilton would not 
approve if he were alive to- 
day. We still get a lot of 
services from the cities, 
towns and states, but the 
federal octopus in Washington 
now takes anywhere from 20 to 
90 cents of every dollar 


every man earns. It has bur- 
dened each of us with a 
crushing debt. It tells every 
business how it shall be run, 
while over the plants and 
counting rooms of America the 
federal bureaucrats swarm. 
Along with all this, the 
federal octopus inches its 
way actually into the manage- 
ment and even ownership of 
many industries. And it is 
all done under beautiful 
labels like ‘New’ Deal, ‘New’ 


Frontier, ‘liberalism.’ But 
it is not either new or real 
liberalism. This is not going 
forward; this is going back 
to Big Government, which has 
been the curse of the world 
all through the ages. The 
greatest task before us is 
the restoration of the 
American system —the American 
Republic. Only thus can we 
restore and keep our freedom 
and our abundance. 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 7/16/61 
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Book Review 

NEW AND FRESH WAR 
TAIL OF THE PAPER TIGER by 
O.H.P. King, 574 pages, Cax- 
ton, Caldwell, Idaho, $6.00. 

Mr. King is a very generous 
author. He has packed into 
this big, sprawling, hard-to- 
put-down volume enough mater- 
ial and stories to provide a 
stingier writer with half 
a dozen books. 

O.H.P. King was an AP cor- 
respondent in the Far East 
when he made eight-column 
headlines around the world by 
reporting the communist at- 
tack on South Korea and the 
fall of Seoul. But this is no 
run-of-the-mill war corres- 
pondent’s story. The Korean 


STORY 


War was a strange war and it 
produced strange events, 
characters, and everyday 
happenings. Since it was also 
the only war we did not win - 
were not permitted to win -it 
was never surrounded with the 
dash, drama and pure theatrics 
of other conflicts. It remain- 
ed for Mr. King, ten years 
after the beginning of a war 
which is not settled to this 
day, to tell the story as he 
saw it through deep personal 
involvement and action with 
other correspondents, with 
troops, naval units, airmen, 
officers and government of- 
ficials. And quite a story 





(or rather a whole batch of 
stories) it is. 

There were the dust, the 
mud, the heartbreak and the 
atrocities. There were people 
- Pfc’s, ROK (Republic of 
Korea) officers, men and 
civilians, brave and not-so- 
brave airmen and foot sol- 
diers, correspondents from 
around the world, the grand 
old man of Korea, Syngman 
Rhee, and numberless others 
who made up the mosaic of the 
bomb- shattered and foxhole- 
filled Korean landscape in 
those thrilling, frustrating, 
hopeful and hopeless years. 
Mr. King gives us humorous, 
tragic, melodramatic and 
always human vignettes of 
them all. 

There is, besides, an open- 
ing chapter laying the back- 


ground and acts of commission 
and omission which foreshadow- 
ed the events to come. Good 
reporter that he is, the 
author calls his shots as he 
sees and saw them. In addi- 
tion to all this there is 
also a sort of ‘looking back- 
ward’ interval of his child- 
hood and young manhood, with 
a picture of how a foreign 
correspondent - or at least 
this one — comes to be. 

On the whole, a book to be 
read straight through or to 
be dipped into here and there 
at leisure for anew and fresh 
slant on an important subject 
that has never received the 
clear and factual coverage it 
must have if we are to guard 
our future from the mistakes 
of the past. 

- Rosalie Gordon 


INDEX TO AMERICA’S FUTURE 





An index to all issues of AMERICA’S FUTURE, covering the 
six-months period from January to June, 1961, is now ready. 
It will be sent free, on request, to any subscriber or read- 


er. Write AMERICA’S FUTURE, 542 Main St., New Rochelle, N.Y. 


NO ACCIDENT 


“‘The San Francisco debacle (student riots against the 
House UnAmerican Activities Committee) was not an accident. 
It was the result of minute and skillful planning, direction 
and agitation by a handful of dedicated, fanatical, hardcore 
members of the Communist Party, U. S. A.” 

- FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 





ONLY A FOOL 


“In his early days, a great effort was made to enlist Sir 
Thomas Beecham in the (British) Fabian Society which stood 
for all-out socialism. Apparently Sir Thomas’ disillusionment 
began when he attended a lecture on Shelley, the poet, by a 
socialist speaker. While professing great admiration for 
Shelley, the speaker de>lored that, as the son of a squire 
he had been born to the evil enjoyment of unearned increment, 
adding that in the ‘Kingdom of Heaven on earth’ that was at 
hand there would be no room for men of such breed. Here is 
how Sir Thomas summed up his impressions of this lecture: 

“*That evening on my return home I reviewed in my mind the 
many distinguished names in letters (going back no further 
than Chaucer) who, had they been born after the establish- 
ment of the arid socialist system, would never have been 
allowed to write at all. Gathering together all the Fabian 
Society’s books, pamphlets, and leaflets, I hurled them into 
the fire; and as I watched the pile burning away merrily I 
remembered how Voltaire had once said that while a philoso- 
pher had the right to investigate everything once, there 
were some things that only a fool would wish to experience 


twice.’” - Toronto (Can. ) THE OUTLOOK 


“Did you ever figure out how on earth Washington could 
possibly know more about your own community than you do?” 


- Oberlin (Kan. ) HERALD 
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GOING OR COMING? 

**An engineers’ union in Wolverhampton, England, has refus- 
ed to accept a statue it commissioned. Union officials say 
the worker with a half-on coat looks like he’s eagerly quit- 
ting the job. They want a statue that looks like a worker is 
interested in working. Perhaps the artist could sell his 
statue to one of our unions down at Cape Canaveral.” 


- Hagerstown (Md. ) HERALD 
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